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Pro memoria

Professor Igors Danilins

29-07-1928 — 22-09-2007

September 22, 2007 has been a sad day for geolo-
gists of Latvia, because our respected colleague Igors
Damilans has passed away. He was a professor of the
University of Latvia, Faculty of Geographical and
Earth Sciences. long-time experienced director of the
Institute of Geology, Doctor Habilitatis of Geology,
scientist ementus of Latvia and honoured member of
the Latvian Academy of Sciences.

Igors Danilans was born in July 29, 1928 in
Rézelme City, in fanuly of teachers. In 1950 he gradu-
ated from the Faculty of Geology and Geography at
the State University of Latwvia. Already as a student he
did a lot of scientific studies and organised work of his
course mates, but after graduating the voung special-
15t has been assigned to head the Cesvaine secondary
school. He went to Riga in 1952 and then started his
actrve scientific work continued for almost 55 years
in the Institute of Geology, which changed its name
and legal status for several times, but there always
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Remained the actuality and succession of geclogical
research of Latvia. Damlans put a great effort on that,
while he started to work as a juntor researcher i the
Institute of Geology and Mineral Deposits, later he
headed a department 1n the All-Umon Scientific Insti-
tute of Marine Geology and Geophysics, and retired
as the director of the Institute of Geology, University
of Latvia. His scientific interest was focused on the
Quaternary deposits of Latvia. In 1957 he defended
scientific candidate thesis in geology and muneralogy
on the freshwater limestones, but m 1975 became a
doctor 1 sciences, based to very wide study on the
Quatemary stratigraphy, palasogeography and mor-
phogenesis. This monograph entitled “Quaternary
deposits of Latvia’ written in Russian (eTEepTHIHEIE
ortnozenss Jlateun ) 1s still important as a handbook
to many Quaternary researchers. In 1992 Danilans has
received the scientific degree of Doctor Habilitaris
in Geology. He represented results of his studies in
many scientific conferences and recerved international
recognition. Already at the beginming of 19605 he be-
came a member of the Research Commission on the
Quaternary Period, Academy of Sciences of the former
USSE and also a member of Standing Commission on
the Quaternary at the Committee of Stratigraphy of the
former USSE, but at the end of 1960s and 1n 1970s
he was a corresponding member of the International
Union for Quaternary Research (INQUA), a Commis-
sion on Lithology and Genesis.

In 1978 he recewved a title of Honoured Scientific
Researcher of the Latvian SSE. and 1992 the Latvian
Academy of Sciences elected him as its Honorary
Member. Danilans has published 106 scientific papers,
and his great contribution in creation and editing of
various scientific and encyclopaedic issues 1s very
valuable.

New period in the life of Danilans started with
national awakening time in 1988, when he began to
renew his studies on geology within the University of
Latvia and put a lot of efforts to maintain geological
scientific studies in Latvia. Since 1990 he was actively
uvolved in teaching at the University — he compiled the
first Bachelor and Master study programmes in geol-



ogy. worked as director of these programmes, prepared
and taught several courses, did considerable work to
create doctoral programme 1n geology and supervise
doctoral thesis, he headed the Council of Habilitation
and Promotion of Geology. the University of Latvia.
In 1991 the Chair of Geology was formed in the
Faculty of Geography and Danilans became 1ts chair-
man, being elected as professor in 1993. At the same
time he continued to lead a work of the Institute of
Geology, University of Latvia. Besides the direct tasks
he participated in the work of academic scientific com-
mssions, scientific-technical and scientific-methodo-
logical councils and editorial boards, he was a member
of several societies. IMore than 30 vears. until 1991,
he worked in the Society for Protection of Nature and
IMomuments, Latvian SSE. putting much effort on pro-
tection of nature. Danilans was a compiler. scientific
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Professor Igors Danilans have had admirable erudi-
tion, ability to work, to find a solution to any problem
smoothly, without needless hurry, and to do works
in time. He participated in the life of University also
when retired — he often visited faculty and institute,
was interested 1 academic activities and always
kindly agreed to write references to students” Master
and Bachelor theses. Colleagues and students highly
respected professor Danilans. The community of ge-
ologists of Latvia will miss professor’s encouraging
smile and advice.

Angelina Zabele, Ervins Lukeviés,
Garts Stinkulis
University of Latvia
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