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Farewell to Professor Algirdas Juozapas Gaigalas (1933-2009)

Algirdas Juozapas Gaigalas.
Family archive, 2007.

Doctor Habilitus Algirdas Juozapas Gaigalas, an eminent
Lithuanian scientist and public figure, long-term Professor
of Vilnius University, died on June 4 after a serious
illness. He was one of the best modern Quaternary
sedimentologists, a skilled field geologist who with his
penetrating eye and mind investigated the composition
and structures of clastic deposits and interpreted them
within a wide context. Based on the results of his original
research, Prof. Gaigalas laid the foundations for the theory
of formation of litho—sedimentation cycles of Lithuanian
Pleistocene glacial deposits. This theory lied at the basis
of his doctoral dissertation (1977). Gaigalas published
many important scientific works, which influenced the
development of Quaternary studies. His participation
at conferences and geological expeditions, where he
often announced critical ideas, motivated many young
geologists to vow to Quaternary studies.

Algirdas Gaigalas was born on February 27, 1933,
in Gaizitnai village of Pakruojis District. After his geo-
logical studies at the Vilnius University (1952—1957), he
was engaged in scientific research work at the Institute of
Geology and Geography and Geographical Department
of Lithuanian Academy of Sciences and at the Lithuanian
Institute of Geology. Since 1978 till his death, Gaigalas
was a Professor at the Department of Geology and Min-
eralogy of Vilnius University.

Professor Gaigalas was a recognized scientist and
public man, a member of the International Union for
Quaternary Research (INQUA, 1999), a member of
the Commission on the History of Geological Sciences
(INHIGEO, 2006), a foreign member of the Russian
Academy of Natural Sciences (1998), President of the
Lithuanian Society of Naturalists (1995), and a member
of the Lithuanian Geological Society, Lithuanian Geo-
graphical Society and Polish Geological Society, chief
editor of THOMSON ISI Master List journal “Geologija”
(Vilnius), an expert of the Lithuanian Science and Stud-
ies Foundation and International Association INTAS,
a member of editorial boards of the Minor Lithuanian

Encyclopaedia, international journal “Geochronometria”
and “Mokslas ir gyvenimas” (Science and life), a patron
of the topics about nature discussed in the publications
of publishing house “Versmés”, and a tutor and scientific
supervisor of the famous Vaclovas Intas’ stone museum
in Mosédis (Skuodas District).

Atthe Vilnius University, Professor Gaigalas lectured
on the Quaternary geology of East Baltic States, and
Geomorphology and Quaternary geology, conducted the
training field practice for students, and participated in
training bachelors, masters, and doctors and habilitated
doctors of geology.

Prof. Gaigalas’ scientific works are devoted to Quater-
nary deposits in Lithuania and some other countries (Po-
land, Belarus, Russia, Karelia, and Yakut). He developed
a petrographic method for moraine investigations and
methods for glaciosedimentary research and determined
the glaciosedimentation cycles of Lithuanian Pleistocene
and lithostratigraphic attributes of moraine structures.
Gaigalas was one of the first to study the Baltic Sea bot-
tom moraines and buried palacovalleys; he described the
typical boulders found on the sea bottom. In attempt to
solve the complicated problems related with stratigraphic
classification of Quaternary, Professor did his best to
introduce the modern lithological, geochemical, palaco-
botanical, palacomagnetic Quaternary research methods
and the newest absolute dating methods (thermolumi-
nescence, optically stimulated luminescence, electronic
rotation resonance, radioactive carbon and oxygen stable
isotope shifts). 5

Together with his colleagues Valerija Cepulyte, Petras
Vaitiekiinas, Vytautas Vonsavicius, and Ona Kondratiené,
Professor has developed and continually revised the
stratigraphic scheme of Quaternary deposits, which could
serve as a scientific basis to Late Pleistocene geochronol-
ogy. Professor Gaigalas was a universal researcher of
Quaternary. He achieved much in the fields of Quaternary
stratigraphy and palaeogeography, Quaternary research
history and archaeology, geological heritage and nature
preservation. He investigated the most interesting natural
boulder fields of the country and put efforts to legalize
them as national protected reserves (Saukliai, Kulaliai,
Igariai, and Erlénai) and described many valuable land-
scape objects (boulders and outcrops) contributing to
announcing them natural monuments. Gaigalas reported
his research results at international geological congresses
and conferences held in: Russia (1969, 1978, 1982, and
1984), Canada (1987), Sweden (1988), USA (1989),
Belgium (1993), Netherlands (1993), Germany (1995
and 2000), France (1995 and 1997), China (1996), South
Africa (1999), and Brazil (2000).

The life and activities of Professor A. J. Gaigalas
were unfailingly supported by his family — wife and
son. He devoted the noble ideas of his life to science and
enlightenment. His activity was outstanding. We will
strongly miss him.

Valentinas Baltriinas, Algimantas Grigelis
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science, Proceedings of the International Scientific
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Baltic conference on the history of science, Vilnius,
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— ‘Development of ideas and peculiarities of Qua-
ternary research in the Baltic States,” Abstracts of
papers, INHIGEO conference History of Quaterna-
ry geology and geomorphology, 28-29 July 2006,

— Graniczny, M., Satkiinas, J., Urban, H., ‘Ceslovas
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glaciomorphology in Lithuania and Poland,” /n
History of Quaternary geology and geomorphology,
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